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Our Mandate
The LLPOA is a citizen-based volunteer group, bringing diverse 
people together  to better understand and advocate for the 
ecological health of Lake Louisa, its watershed, and tributaries.

Our organization advocates for responsible and participatory 
decision-making, public education, access to information, and 
compliance with protective regulations. Guided by a science-based 
approach, we provide clear information with the aim to engage the
public and empower citizens and decision-makers to ensure clean, 
healthy, and accessible water for all people and species.

One Lake, 
One COMMunity, 
One envirOnMent

In recents months the LLPOA 
Directors have had discussions 
with the new Mayor of 
Wentworth-Nord, Danielle 
Desjardins about working 
collaboratively to support boat 
washing, water testing and 
shoreline protection all around 
Lake Louisa. Updates to be 
communicated at the LLPOA 
AGM August.

Have yOu seen tHese 
Mystery snaiLs?

If you think you may have 
found Chinese mystery snails 
anywhere in Lake Louisa, please 
let us know! Take a photograph 
& make a note of the location 
(name of bay or visual marker) 
and details, then email your info 
to APLL-LLPOA@lac-louisa.ca.

lac-louisa.ca
www.lac-louisa.ca


New or unusual species of plant or aquatic life? Excessive 
sediment flowing into the lake or a stream? Evidence of an algal 
bloom? 

Do you have information about activities that are threatening 
the health of Lake Louisa and its shorelines?

Do you know of proposed projects that may threaten the health 
of the lake, wetlands, or streams?

If you answer yes to any of these questions, we want to hear 
from you. 

 step 1 –  Contact your municipal inspector 
  Wentworth  (450) 562-0701 ext. 2918
  Wentworth-Nord  (450) 226-2416

 step 2 -  Contact the Lake Louisa Property Owners 
  Association. We will follow-up.   

All information is confidential.  However, we ask for your 
name and email so that we can contact you if we have further 
questions about what you have seen or are concerned about.

to report an algal Bloom or invasive species:
If you are reporting a bloom of blue-green algae or invasive 
species, please make sure to include accurate weather and 
water conditions, and please include a photo.

to report a spill:
If you are reporting an active chemical or fossil fuel spill please 
contact the provincial spills action centre immediately and 
follow-up by notifying the LLPOA:

Ministry of Environment and the Fight Against Climate Change Quebec
Téléphone: 1 866 694-5454. 

National Environmental Emergencies Center, Environment Canada
Téléphone: 514-283-2333 or 1-866-283-2333

Do you see something that doesn’t look right?

https://lac-louisa.ca/en/contact/
https://lac-louisa.ca/en/contact/


streams and why they’re important

They’re small, you can’t paddle or swim in them…so why do they matter and why should we protect them?
Like lake water, streams host bacteria and fungi that transform excess nitrogen and phosphorus into less 
harmful forms. Excess nutrients fuel growth of harmful algae blooms, which in turn lower oxygen levels, 
leading to unhealthy lakes and environments.  

So if you love wakeboarding, tubing or swimming — you must love streams. ♥

Streams are essential for flood control and groundwater replenishment. Because these tiny streams have 
the most surface area in contact with the soil not only do they absorb significant amounts of rain and snow 
thereby preventing downstream flooding but also contribute to groundwater as water within the stream 
interacts with the soil and is absorbed.

Streams also provide food for downstream organisms such as bacteria and fungi. In the Laurentians, that 
food is mainly leaves. Insects eat the fungi, and in turn, they become important food for fish. It’s like adding 
blueberries to your cereal—it now not only tastes better but it’s better for you. 

So if you love watching dragonflies, fishing or simply drinking beer while someone else fishes —
you must love streams. ♥

Streams are vital habitat for many aquatic and semi-aquatic species and integral for clean water. As 
responsible citizens, we all need to take care of our streams. Please make sure to protect the 10m or 15m 
riparian zone along streams on your property. This means, no work on the control of vegetation (no lawn 
mowing or collecting dead leaves). The bacteria, insects, aquatic wildlife as well as the future generations of 
residents will thank you. 

Water testing results

The results from 2021 show that, 
at our three sampling locations, 
the lake is Oligotrophic, which 
means that it has a good supply 
of oxygen and is fairly ‘young’. 
Lakes and ponds go naturally 
from Oligotrophic to Eutrophic, 
as they get more and more plant 
matter, and eventually fill in. Our 
lake is still luckily Oligotrophic, 
but of course, if we were to get 
an infestation of blue-green 
algae or Eurasian Watermilfoil, 
then it could all change. For 
details, go to the Environment 
tab on the website and click on 
Water testing results for 2021.

https://lac-louisa.ca/en/water-testing-results-for-2021-2/


Affiliations • LLPOA is a member of CRE Laurentides, RsvL, Eco-Corridors Laurentides (Check their websites).

ExECutivE
President: Tanis Trotman    Vice-President: Karl Wockner    Treasurer: Philippe Cyr    Secretary: Susan Hawker

DiRECtORs
Director and Environmental Biologist: Susan Hawker     Director of Technology: Ted Murray
Director Membership & Fund-raising: Lynn Chase     Director Communications: Karen Ott

Director Liaison Wentworth North & Water-testing: Daniel Miron     Director Liaison Baie Noire: Bob Crawford (interim)

Membership 

Please consider renewing or joining the APLL/LLPOA. All information about our membership is on our website under 
the Membership tab.

You have no doubt heard that invasive species, such as 
zebra mussels, Eurasian Watermilfoil and blue-green algae 
have forever damaged many lakes in Quebec and Ontario. 
Once invasive species are established in a lake, it is nearly 
impossible to remove them. Preventing them from ever 
entering is the best way to protect Lake Louisa. 

When introduced, aquatic invasive species populations can 
grow quickly because they don’t have natural predators in 
their new environment. As a result, they can outcompete 
and harm native species such as lake trout and bass. 
Invasive species can also affect water sports by contributing 
to swimmers itch and making boating difficult.  
What can you do to help?

Watercraft of all shapes and sizes
Don’t pick up hitchhikers! Invasive species travel from lake 
to lake, hitching a ride on anything that has been in a body 
of water and not properly decontaminated.   
You need to clean not only your boat but your trailer, PFD’s, 
paddles, anchors - anything that’s been used in water.  

	 •	 Clean: Remove muck and plants from your gear, inspect 
it, and rinse it all off.  Scrub or pressure wash your boat 
and equipment away from drains or ditches where 
runoff enters a waterway. It’s best if you can use hot 
water (max 60°C). Don’t use commercial car washes as 
they drain into our water systems.

	 •	 drain: Get all the water out of your dry well, kayak 
hatches, and anywhere else it can sit. Pump out 
your bilge pump and fat sacs. Use a sponge where 
necessary.  

	 •	 dry: Let your boat and gear dry completely before you 
use it in another waterway.  5 days is usually enough if 
the conditions are hot and dry, but if it is damp you may 
need much longer.

Keeping invasive species out of Lake Louisa
There is a boat washing and inspection service in Wentworth. 
If your watercraft has been on another body of water, even 
if you can launch your watercraft from your property, please 
use this service. Plus, you’ll get your access permit and will 
be abiding by the municipal by-law. 
For more information, please call 450-562-0701 or visit 
Boat Wash Station page on the Wentworth website.

excess nutrients
Green up the lake, not your lawn! Phosphorus and nitrogen 
are the nutrients most responsible for the pollution and 
premature aging of lakes in the Laurentians. Lawn and plant 
fertilizers, including compost and septic disposal systems 
are the single biggest source of anthropogenic (derived 
from humans) phosphorus in our lakes. Avoid adding 
fertilizer and compost to your lawn and plants, especially in 
the watershed areas. Please do not place planters on warfs 
and only plant native plants in the 10m protection zone for 
the lake and streams. Did you know that Wentworth has 
a by-law prohibiting the use of pesticides and fertilizers 
within the municipality? It’s part of their goal of making 
Wentworth Township a leader in environmental protection.
A faulty septic system is a serious threat, both to water 
quality and to your family’s health. Inspect and pump 
your system every 2-years if you’re a full time resident and 
every 4-years if you’re a cottager. And don’t flush chemical 
substances such as septic tank cleaners down the sink drain 
and toilet. These types of additives kill the bacteria needed 
for the septic system to work properly.

We are fortunate to have relatively clean water at Lake 
Louisa, so let’s work together to keep it that way.  We 
encourage you to share this information with your friends 
and neighbors!

https://rncreq.org/conseils-regionaux-environnement-cre/cre-laurentides/
http://www.environnement.gouv.qc.ca/eau/rsvl/index.htm
http://ecocorridorslaurentiens.org/%20
https://lac-louisa.ca/en/membership-renewal/
https://www.wentworth.ca/accueil/affichage.asp?langue=2&B=248.

